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"And they cried, The Sword of the 


Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20. 
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"WHAT IS 
WRONG WITH 


BY JOHN R. RICE 


Several Scriptures fit the question which we are to dis- 
cuss. In I John 2:15-17 we are told: 


“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

“For all that is in. the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust 
of rr eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world, 

“And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever." 

Galatians 5:19, 21 says: 


“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which 
are these: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lascivious- 
ness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, 
wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunk- 
enness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you 
before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which 
.do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” 


According to this Scripture we ought to be able to tell 
whether the moving picture show is of the flesh or of the 
Spirit, whether it is helpful or hurtful, whether it is of 
God or Satan. That the movies are sinful and wicked, that 
they contaminate all who attend them, will become plain- 


4 


ly evident as you carefully notice the evidence that I bring 


you. The movie people are generally immoral and bad 
company, movie motives are greed and notoriety, movie 
themes are “love” sex, crime, gangs and killing, movie 
teachings are contrary to Christianity and hurtful, and 


movie results are damnable and satanic, enflaming lush, 


inspiring crime, demoralizing the nation. 
THE POWERFUL INFLUENCE OF THE MOVIES 


77 million people in America attend the movies each 
week. 28 million of these are adolescent young people. 
They stay an average of two hours each. The picture the- 
aters influence nearly four times as many people each week, 
as all the Sunday Schools — Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, 
Mormon, Spiritualists — Sunday Schools of every kind. 
And they keep them approximately twice as long. So, 

erica spends seven and a half hours in picture shows 
for every one hour in Sunday School. One of the most 
powerful influences in American life is the moving picture 
theater. 

No university professor in America is as well-known 
as any one of many movie stars. No Congressman or Sen- 


THE MOVIE 


Thirteen Weeks, 10c 


Let’s Send Trial Subscriptions To Thousands 


ator could rival the stars of the screen. No minister of the 
Gospel, no foreign ambassador, no great philanthropist, 
can compete in popularity in America with Clark Gable, 
Greta Garbo, Mae West, or Robert Taylor. I, who never 
Saw any one of those in the movies, nor know anything of 
importance that they ever did, yet know their names well, 
because they are on everybody’s lips. The children speak 
of them. The way they look, talk, act, walk, eat and make 
love are common knowledge to millions. As far as popu- 


larity with the general public is concerned, even the presi- | sella ‘Churdatte  Eanoci” me 
dent of the United States would have serious competition | » Bram D | bd 
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Print Tracts 


For some time the Lord has laid 
it on the heart of the editor of 
The Sword of the Lord to estab- 
lish a tract agency in Dallas. We 
have sO many calls for the book- 
lets which we have at hand, What 
Must I Do to Be Saved, Can a 
Saved Person Ever Be Lost, Sum- 
day or Sabbath — Which Should 
Christians Observe?, Bible Bap- — 
tism, Hell, What the Bible Says 
About It, Be Ye Not Unequally 
Yoked Together With Unbelievers, 
Rebellious Wives and Slacker Hus- 


Earth From David’s Throne at Je- 


in the leading screen stars. The power and influence of | rusalem, and other larger booklets 


the movies -is indescribably. great. 
The movies give the songs that America sings. They 


of girls have practiced imitating Mae West in saying, 
“Come up and see me sometime.”’ Millions have taken les- 
sons, trying to tap-dance like Fred Astaire or Ginger Rog- 
ers. The movies set the standards for America in love-mak- 
ing, in dress, in conversation, and in morals. 


The movies are practically uncensored in America. 
They are a powerful industry with many millions of dol- 


lars invested. Public schools indorse the movies. My chil-| 


dren were given tickets the other day, in the school, to a 
popular film. Frequently school children are asked to at- 
tend and report on certain plays which are supposed to 
have historical, or news, or educational value. 


The movies advertise so extensively that they control 
very largely the policy of the newspapers. The daily news- 
papers do not condemn the movies. Frequently I have had 
advertisements of sermons that I expected to preach re- 
jected by the newspapers because those advertisements 
spoke too sharply about the liquor industry, or about mod- 
ernism, or about the punishment of sin. In the newspaper 
where my ad was refused, there would sometimes be 
column after column of movie ads, pictures of half-naked 
women, direct appeals to the sex instinct, and on other 
pages of the newspapers, long columns of comment on the 
latest films at the various theaters. Churches cannot con- 
trol newspapers but movie interests do. The movies spend 
so many millions of dollars in publicity, that no great 


medium of expression of opinion in America remains un-| 


controlled or untrammeled to oppose the movies. _ 
Even the churches are not positive in opposition to 
the movies. Probably more than one-half of the church 


members attend moving icture shows. y preachers at- 
(CO uED ON PAGE 
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If we would get The Sword of) 


names and addresses, with ten 


Send Lists of Church Members 


For Sample Copies of “The Sword’ 


the Lord for a few weeks trial in 
every Christian home in America, 
multitudes of people would sub- 
scribe for themselves and become 
permanent readers of The Sword of 
the Lord. Therefore, we are offer- 
‘ing again our special trial sub- 
scription, thirteen weeks for ten 
cents. This is less than the cost 
of printing the paper. It is a re- 
duction from the regular charge of 
fifty cents per year, and besides 
that we must supply an extra 
stencil. It costs as much in labor 
and expense to put a 10c trial sub- 
scription on the list as a year’s 
subscription. 

What if each reader of The 
Sword of the Lord should plan to 
send at least ten trial subscriptions 
at ten cents each? Thus ten dif- 
ferent families would read The 
Sword of the Lord for thirteen 
weeks’ time, a quarter of a year, 
through your loving gift. How 


' much good would be done! Make 
out your list now, and send the 


cents for each trial subscription. 
A whole Sunday School class would 
easily send the names of each 
member and make up the money 
there and send it in one letter. 
If you cannot pay for subscriptions 
for others, then tell them about the 
plan and get them to subscribe for 
a thirteen weeks’ trial, for only 


a dime. Any Christian interested | P 


in good literature, soul winning 
sermons, Bible teaching on great 
doctrines of our faith, in exposure 
of modern sins, etc., would be glad, 
we believe, to have a trial sub- 
scription for the Sword of the 
Lord. 

Send your subscriptions to the 
Sword of the Lord, 201 East 10th 
St., Dallas, Texas. Remember, just 
enclose ten cents for each name 
and address whether you pay for 
it or whether others do, and with 
the dear Lord’s help, we will do 
the rest. Send what you can now, 
send others later, if possible. 


s 
From Virginia a Baptist pastor Siauaaine be interested in Christian 


writes saying: 

“Enclosed find fifty cents for a 
year’s subscription to The Sword 
of the Lord. I received the sample 
copy and was very much pleased 
with your publication. It contains 
much that every pastor could use 
in his ministry as well as his pul- 
it. 

“Tl wonder if you would send 
sample copies to some of my con- 
gregation if I would send you their 
names? I wish I could get my peo- 
ple to reading more Christian lit- 
erature such as The Sword of the 
Lord.” 

The Editor replied that we would 
certainly be glad to have the names 
of heads of families in.his church 
to whom we could send copies of 
The Sword of the Lord. We will 
send two or three sample copies 
of The Sword of the Lord to each 
of thousands:of people, if their 
names can be secured. We want 
the names of those who would 
/ 


literature. Of course, we could get 
all the names we want from tele- 
phone directories and other sources, 
but there would be an enormous 
waste, for most of such people 
would not be interested in a Chris- 
tian weekly paper, such as The 
Sword of the Lord. Help us then 
to get the names of those who want 
to read this paper with its mes- 
sage from God every week. Per- 
haps other pastors or church mem- 
bers would like to send in the 
name of one member at least in 
each family in their church. Send 


}list of Sunday Schoo] teachers or 


officers of the church. Send us 
the names of people enrolled in Bi- 
ble classes, members of the .Wom- 
en’s Christian Temperance Union. 
Send us lists of pastors. We should 
like to send sample copies of The 
Sword of the Lord to every Prot- 
estant preacher in America, par- 
ticularly those who would be in- 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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popularize the slang which is the everyday talk. Millions | 


that we feel we ought to get in 
print sermons and Bible messages 
on great subjects. We find par- 
ticularly a need for tracts for the 
unsaved, tracts making plain the 
plan of salvation, true to the Scrip- 
tures, messages that will bring 
conviction and bring sinners to 
Christ. We have determined, trust- 
ing in God to help, to begin im- 
mediately to enlarge our series of 
tracts and to offer them to the 
public. 


The message on What Is Wrong 
With the Movies?, which begins in 
this issue of The Sword of the 
Lord, will be printed in booklet 
form. It will cost us from $100.00 
to $200.00 for the first quantity 
we are to have printed, depending 
upon how many. We expect to sell 
them as near the cost price as pos- 
sible to pay the printing bill. How- 
ever, if the Lord opens the way, 
we would much rather provide this 
booklet to be given away free to 
the multiplied thousands who need 
it. We request that the readers 
earnestly pray that God will pro- 
vide the need to print 50,000 copies 
of the message on the movies. We 
believe that it is greatly needed 
and will do great good. In every 
home at least one copy should be 
found. If we cannot print so many, 
however, we will print a few thou- 
sand aS many as we can pay for 
with God’s help, and then later 


' print more. , 


Another message which we feel 
should be put in print at once, 
an appeal especially to the un- 
saved, is the sermon on The Un- 
pardonable Sin. The sermon was 
preached in the big Binghamton 
revival, in the Binghamton The- 
ater, Binghamton, New York, in 
the early part of 1936. The ser- 
mon was stenographically reported, 
was printed in The Sword of the 
Lord, and resulted in a number of 
conversions when printed. When 
preached in the revival, God gave 
us a great ingathering, I believe 
twenty-three souls. We plan to 
print it right away in a tract small 
enough to go in an envelope with 
an ordinary letter, probably run- 
ning sixteen or twenty pages. 
10,000 copies of this tract will 
probably cost us in the neighbor- 
hood of $100.00, maybe a little 
more than that. We will offer this 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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Hear John R. Rice, 
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- PAGE TWO 


“What Is Wrong With the Movies?” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


tend. Here in Dallas free Bron are sent to preachers, and 
some ministers, I am told, avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity offered them and never say a word of warning against 
the picture shows. In our church in Dallas we have a rule 
that no one can be a Sunday School teacher unless he or she 
definitely agrees to give up attendance at the movies. It 
is shocking to find that such rules are not observed in 


most of the other churches in the city. We find that a large 


per cent of the Sunday School pupils who first began at- 
tending our services are:accustoiied to regularly attend 
the picture shows. I say, eHurches do not regularly have 
any strong influence against the movies. 


WHAT | INTEND TO PROVE 


I intend to prove that the commercial moving theater 
is an unmitigated curse. That it is so vile in its influence 
that no Christian should ever set foot in a movie theater; 
that parents should not allow their children to attend any 
commercial picture show. 


The movie is the rival of schools and churches, the 
feeder of lust, the perverter of morals, the tool of greed, 
the school of crime, the betrayer of innocence. It glorifies 
impurity as love. It pictures murder as entertainment. It 
exalts nakedness and indecency as beauty. It shows drink, 
divorce, revelling, gambling, revenge, and gun fights as 
proper and legitimate. Movies ruin the spiritual influence 
of Christians. They debauch the minds of children, in- 
flame the lusts of youth, harden the hearts of sinners. 
They are a trap for souls, a mocker of God, a curse to 
America! Those are not idle words. 


I will give you here facts and figures that cannot be 
gainsaid. I will give you the results of scientific investi- 
gations carried on by the highest scholarship in America 
under the Moving Picture Research Council. The investi- 
gations were carried on through years of time, cost thou- 
sands of dollars, were controlled by professors in great 
universities who were unbiased and impartial in their ef- 
forts. I will give you the analysis which they made of 
hundreds of films over a period of years. I will give you 
testimonies of delinquent girls showing that they were led 
into sin and shame by the movies. I will give you the 
testimonies of criminals, now behind the bars, who tell 
how they learned the motive and technique of crime in 
the moving picture show. I will give you Scriptures show- 
ing again and again that the moving picture theater is 
condemned on every point. And if you will earnestly pray 
and conscientiously search the facts I will give, then you 
will know the mind of God, and will be led by the Spirit 
to turn your feet forever from the doors of moving pic- 
ture theaters, I sincerely believe. 


MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE WITH MOVIES 


I do not approach the question of the sins of the 
movie theater with the prejudice that some preachers may 
have. My father took me to the first moving picture show 
that I ever attended, and my father was a preacher. I 
continued to attend moving picture shows dccasionally for 
several years, even after I was a preacher of the Gospel. 
I contended that it was proper to select “good” shows very 
carefully. I contended that the moving picture theater 
could be a great blessing to mankind. I insisted that the 
movies did me no harm. But sadly I was forced to change 
my opinion. I remember walking out of a movie theater 
in shame, embarrassed by the lewdness of a film that was 
shown, where I had taken my sister and another young 
woman friend. I grew more and more to feel the effects 
of the movies that I did attend, though they were care- 
fully selected thereafter. The feelings, the thoughts, the 
impressions, for which the movies were responsible in my 
case were not good. My conscience hurt me. I found that 
I could not explain it properly to others. I find that the 
Holy Spirit was grieved with my attending picture shows. 
I found that others were attending picture shows, follow- 
ing my example, and going indiscriminately to bad pic- 
tures as well as good. I was forced to the conclusion, 
eventually, that no Christian should attend picture shows. 
Through the years that impression has deepened until it 


_ has become an abiding conviction. I have seen reviews of 
' the leading films in the newspapers. I have passed the 
__ doors of movie palaces and seen the posters. 


I have 
noticed the effect of the movies upon those with whom I 
come in contact. I have read in the newspapers of the di- 
vorces, the scandals and the lewdness of the movie stars. 
Then when I became convinced that I should preach on 
this subject, I have spent many, many days of careful in- 
vestigation, going to the authorities, collecting reliable 
statistics, checking over the movie magazines, interview- 


4 ing others, and I am of a deep conviction that the picture 


theaters are so wholly sold out to sin that no Christian 
should ever attend one and that it is dangerous and wicked 


a ever to allow a child to attend a picture show. 


I realize that the picture machine itself is a great in- 
vention. I grant that it could be used for God and perhaps 
it may be in some cases, but it is not so used in the movie 
theaters. I grant that occasionally good characters are 
portrayed on the screen and good lessons are drawn by the 


4 plays presented. But I am convinced that the good les- 


sons are drawn by evil people, that movie players who 


; picture pure, virtuous, high-minded, great characters, are 
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acting a sham and that the total effect, even in such cases 
is bad. If there is good in any movie, then there is also 
good food in all the garbage cans. Good pieces of bread 
that many poor people might be glad to eat are thrown 
away, but I do not believe in sending our children to the 
garbage cans of modern moving picture shows to get what 
good they can along with the filth they would inevitably 
pick up there. 

Even an animated cartoon like “Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs” by Walt Disney will do great harm. Chil- 
dren are urged by school teachers to attend. The aver- 
sion of good people to the sensuality and licentiousness of 
the average movie will be broken down by the plea that 
“it is a good movie” and “there is no harm.” Children will 
get accustomed to thinking the movie theater is a proper 
place to be entertained. They will see advertising runs 
of other pictures soon to come. Those who attend so- 
called good pictures will later attend others, just as “mod- 
erate drinkers” make drunkards. 

The movies are bad. As a class, movie actors and 
actresses are immoral and are bad company. Movie themes, 
movie standards of conduct, the motives back of the movie 
industry are un-Christian and Antichristian. The proven 
results of the movies in the lives of multitudes are dis- 
astrous and hellish, as we shall hereafter show by in- 
controvertible proof. 


MOVIES ARE MADE BY SINFUL, WICKED PEOPLE 


It is proper to judge the movies by the character of 
those who make the movies. If the tree is bad the fruit 
will be bad. If the fountain is bitter, the water will be 
bitter. “Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles” 
(Matt. 7:16). Our Lord Jesus said, “By their fruits ye 
shall know them.” John the Baptist came preaching, “And 
now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: there- 
fore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire” (Matt. 3:10). We cannot 
separate the movies from the type of people who make 
the movies. If the movies have seven and a half times as 
much influence over America as the Sunday School does, 
then God help us to see that the movies should be made 
by people good enough to be leaders! On the other hand, 
if the movies are made by wicked, immoral, irresponsible 
people, then the movies themselves are wicked and im- 
moral, and the influence is hurtful and pernicious. And 
the fact is that the moving pictures of America, in the 
main, are made by a group of immoral people, unfit to be 
the leaders, unfit to be teachers, unfit to be the examples, 
unfit to be the entertainers or even to be the associates of 
our children and of ourselves. There are some exceptions, 
but those exceptions are in terribly bad company. 


MOVIE STARS AND DIVORCE 


Before me is a pile of movie magazines, Screen, Holly- 
wood, Screen Guide, Photoplay, etc. Through and through 
they refer to the divorces of screen stars. In the Photo- 
play for December is an article, Why Can’t The Stars Stay 
Married? The writer reminds us that Constance Bennett 
has been ‘married three times, that John Barrymore has 
had four wives, and that screen stars generally do not 
live long with one mate but divorce and re-marry. The 
Movie Mirror says about Why Women Forgive Humphrey 
Bogart, “He’s always been a ‘problem child’ but it isn’t hard 
to understand why his two ex-wives are still his friends.” 

Notice the following quotations relative to divorce of 
movie stars: 


“Now that Virginia Bruce has recently married again. . ." 

"George Brent wasn't very happy when his Mexican marriage 
to Australian Constance Worth was held valid, but the sigh of re- 
lief that went up throughout Hollywood was like unto a small tor- 
nado. In some of the very best homes here the question for a long 
time has been, ‘Are we married are aren't we?’ Brent's next move, we 
understand, is divorce." 

"Gene Markey, ex-husband of Joan Bennett. . .” 

Concerning William Powell and Carole Lombard, "Screen 
Guide" says, "Although their marriage was short-lived, they are still 
the best of friends.” 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., was divorced by Joan Craw- 
ford. However, since they lived together five years, it is 
called in the movie magazines, “The Perfect Marriage’! 
Even Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., and Mary Pickford could not 
make a permanent success of their marriage and they di- 
vorced. They were regarded as the very highest in all 
the movie circles, in their moral integrity. The fact is 
that movie stars generally are not true to their marriage 
vows. They divorce and then re-marry and divorce again 
and re-marry. It is a tradition among movie makers, both 
men and women, that marriage is not sacred, and it is 
rare indeed that a movie marriage is successful. 

Why? Evidently there is some fatal defect in the 


characters of the people who make moving picture shows. | 


If the movies do that to the stars, then the movies are 
wicked. If the stars are simply that kind of people, and 
then make that kind of movies, still the effect is the same. 
Let the Lord Jesus Christ pass judgment in this matter. 
He said: 
“Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry 
another, committeth adultery against her. 
“And if a woman shall put away her husband, 
and be married to another, she committeth adultery” 


(Mark 10:11, 12). 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 8) 


PLAN TO 
PRINT TRACTS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) . 
tract free to everybody who de- 


sires it. We trust God will provide. 


the printing expense. Please join 
the editor and The Sword of the 
Lord family in prayer about this 
matter. 


Every Christian can join in soul 
winning work by helping us print 
tracts or in helping distribute 
them. The world is dying for lack 
of Jesus Christ. Let us take the 
knowledge of Him and His earnest 
pleading message to every unbe- 
lieving soul who will read them. 
We are beginning at once a special 
tract fund. Every penny that comes 
in for it will be used in the printing 
of gospel messages in tract form, 
especially for unsaved people. No 
individual will get any profit out 
it, of course. We urge that you 
will enter into partnership with us 
in prayer for this tract agency. 
We will report in The Sword of the 
Lord as soon as these two, What 
Is Wrong With the Movies, and 
The Unpardonable Sin are ready; 
We will also report regularly how 
the tract fund stands. 
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“What Is Wrong With the Movies?” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


* According to Jesus, any group in society which is per- 
verse and almost universal in the matter of divorce, is 
guilty as a class and are adulterers and adulteresses. And 
remember that divorce is the rule, not the exception in 
Hollywood, among the stars. 


STARS GUILTY OF LEWDNESS AND LUST 


The simple truth is that divorce itself is a symptom, 
a symptom of breakdown in character. Moving picture 
stars are usually put in situations that are not conducive 
to a pure and holy married love. When a young woman in 
one picture is held in the arms of one man repeatedly with 
lustful, long kisses, embraces, with bedroom scenes, often 
with one or both of them half-clothed, desire is aroused, 
virtue is offended. When the same stars, in the next picture 
embrace other men and other women, are put in compro- 
mising situations, with hot kisses, suggestive lines, and sex 
themes; and then when the same thing is repeated again 
and again in other pictures, with other men and other 
women; the inevitable result is a breaking down of moral 
reserve, of native modesty, and of virtue. Why should 
they not sin in private life, if they sin on the public stage? 
The men who make the pictures in Hollywood are general- 
ly immoral men, lewd men, lustful men. If they are not 
naturally that way, they become that way, made by the 
inevitable trend of their thinking and their actions: The 
same thing is true of the women who appear as stars and 
leading characters in the moving pictures. The moving 
picture female stars are in many respects, promiscuous 
women; that is, they are embraced by many men, fondled 
by many men, kissed by many men, and with no reserve, 
no maidenly modesty on the matter of sex. Otherwise they 
could not succeed. Not only must they be put in these com- 
promising positions and attitudes and partake of these 
compromising embraces and affectionate fondlings, but 
they must put their heart into it. The successful actor or 
actress is the one who can enjoy and participate in the 
very feelings and thoughts of the character they portray. 
The result is a breakdown in moral fiber, in modesty, in 
zestraint. Lust is increased. The sex feelings and instincts 
are inflamed continually. The result, naturally, is lewdness 
in life, jealousy on the part of husband or wife, and sex 
attraction for others outside the marriage union. “Sow 
a thought and reap an act.” After thinking evil in every 
picture, movie players act evil. No character can with- 
stand constant evil suggestions, without protest, and re- 
main pure. Movie people are notoriously immoral. There 
mn doubtless exceptions, but yet the exception proves the 
rule. 

For instance, in the Movie Mirror before me, page 41, 
is this statement: 


"Are they married or aren't — Check the answer you prefer 
for that inseparable Kay Francis-Delmer Daves combination, ‘cause 
we refuse to comment until further notice." 


The screen writer says that these two are together so 
much and apparently act like husband and wife but they 
may not be! 

There is nothing shocking in that to the movie colony. 

When a divorce is given today, and when the prin- 
cipals in the divorce elope to some city outside Hollywood 
and are married tomorrow, you may be sure that things 
were all not what they ought to have been before the di- 
vérce. Such a thing frequently happens to movie stars. 

- On January 6, 1937, the Associated Press gave out 
the report of great salaries received by certain individuals 
in 1936. William Randolph Hurst, publisher, was the first, 
and Mae West, notorious screen personality, was second 
with a salary of $480,833.00. Mae West, famous for her 
roles as a prostitute, widely noted for her suggestive say- 
ings and actions on the screen, was the best paid player! 
I tell you that the immorality of screen players makes 
them unfit to be the examples or even the associates on the 
screen for Christians or anybody else of good morals. 

A Hollywood writer for the Newspaper Enterprise 
Association says: 

"Throughout her entire career Greta Garbo has at least touched 
on the ‘shady side of life. | cannot recall a single film in which she 
agp ae what might be regarded as a good woman.” And again 

e says, “During some years on the screen Norma Shearer's success 
was only mediocre until she came along as the reckless girl in ‘Di- 
vocee.' In every film since. then — ‘Strangers May Kiss,’ ‘A Free 
Soul,’ Private Lives,’ and now ‘Strange Interlude’ — she has been 
ravashing and revealing, almost a torch-bearer for the double stand- 
ard.” (Quoted from "Our Movie Made Children,” by Henry James 


ronmeny. 

, ie minds of Hollywood stars are continually on sex 
and illicit love affairs. This is shown in the films in the 
following way. Dr. Edgar Dale, after a scientific analysis 
and study of 115 moving pictures taken at random, found 
that in twenty-two pictures, illicit love appears as the 
“soal” of thirty-five of the leading characters, including 
the heroes and heroines. (Our Movie Made Children, p. 50). 
When the women stars play parts.in which they have to act 
like harlots, or act like they sought illicit love, and when 
men have to play parts in which they act as if they seek 
illicit love, then is it any wonder that these people in their 
private lives carry out the same kind of thought and live 


immodest, immoral lives? 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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Medicinal Alcohol 
Discredited 


DR. RICHARD C. CABOT, Har- 
vard Medical School. 

Alcohol is always a_ narcotic, 
never a stimulant, and therefore 
has none of the uses ordinarily at- 
tributed to it. The supposed value 
of alcohol in medicine has been ex- 
ploded long ago. In our best hos- 
pitals — such as the Massachusetts 
General — it is almost obsolete. 


DR. OSCAR W. BETHA, PH.G., 
Author of “Practical Materia Med- 
ica and Prescription Writing.” 

It is highly probable that whis- 
key and brandy have no legitimate 
place in medicine, their use by 
honest physicians being more the 
result of the influence of tradition. 


The Late PROFESSOR G. VON 
BUNGE, University of Basel, 
Switzerland. 

Alcohol strengthens no one; it 
simply deadens the feeling of fa- 
tigue. But the feeling of fatigue 
is one of the safety valves of our 
bodily machine. 

DR. WILFRED T. GRENFELL, 
Labrador. 

Alcohol is a foe of our human 
physical bodies, more cruel and 
hateful because it is so subtle and 
so absolutely relentless. It fosters 
the appetite until every organ has 
learned to cry out for more — and 
more — alcohol. 

DR. GEORGE W. WEBSTER, 
Northwestern University. 

Alcohol is not a stimulant in any 
dose or under any condition. It is 
not a “tonic” or “blood builder’ 
or “valuable food” or “elixir of 
life,” but an expensive, always 
harmful, efficiency-destroying, dan- 
gerous, habit-forming narcotic. 

DR. W. A. EVANS, Chicago. 

Alcohol] has physiologic action to 
a marked degree. So strong is the 
impulse to use it as a drug be- 
cause of its physiologic action that 
physicians have tried it for the 
cure of many diseases. Having 
found it valueless and even harm- 
ful they have discontinued using 
it in disease after disease until 
now it is not claimed to be a cure 
for anything. 

DR. COURTENAY C. WEEKS, 
M.R.C.S., London. 

The center of gravity today is 
not drunkenness nor absenteeism 
but the effects of small doses of 
alcohol. In the light of modern 
investigation and scientific work, 
it is the SMALL DOSE of alcohol 
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terested in fundamental Christian 
literature. We look especially to 
pastors to help us in this matter. 
Your church will be blessed by the 
widespread reading of Christian lit- 
erature. Let us have in the next 
few days thousands of names of 
people who ought to have a chance 
to read copies of The Sword of 
the Lord and perhaps subscribe 
for themselves. Even the samples 
might be the means of souls be- 
ing saved and the strengthening of 
many Christians. And many, we 
feel sure, would subscribe if they 
knew about the paper. 

Yesterday, in one mail, nine sub- 
scriptions came in, all results of 
sample copies sent out in the last 
few weeks. Many other such sub- 
scriptions are coming day by day. 
We are determined, by God’s help, 
to increase the number of read- 
ers of The Sword of the Lord, 
wherever people are interested in 
the best kind of Christian liera- 
ture, literature full of soul win- 
ning sermons, edifying Bible teach- 
ing, plain, strong defense of the 
faith. 

While you send names to receive 
sample copies of the paper, pray 
that God will give us means to 
print the extra copies and to pay 
the extra postage, to mail out the 
samples. We will secure extra vol- 
unteer help here in Dallas to help 
address them and mail them. 
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GRAND SALINE, TEXAS 


“I am trying to live right, but’. 


sometimes I feel like I am awfully 
weak until The Sword of the Lord 
comes and there is so much good 
reading in it that I cannot think 
about being unworthy. My mother 
sent the paper to me, and I didn’t 
think I would like it when I got 
the first copy, but now I can just 
hardly wait until the paper comes.” 
Mrs. M. I. W—— 


that is harmful. 

DR. WALTER R. MILES, Car- 
negie Nutrition Laboratory. 

There is no longer room for 
doubt in reference to the toxic ac- 
tion of alcoho] beverages as weak 
as 2.75 per cent by weight. 

DR. C. ACHARD, Secretary of 
French Academy of Medicine. 


Good wine, they say, harms no 
one, a statement which the pa- 
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tients in our hospitals and the 
criminals in our prison categorical- 
ly deny. 

SIR ARTHUR NEWSHOLME, 
M.D., F.R.C.P., London, 

Alcohol has been shown to have 
but little value in most diseases. 
Its limited scope in scientific 
therapeutics has discredited in 
large part the dietetic and medi- 
cinal utilities of alcohol. 
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Resurrection Realities Made Plain 
Sermon by Alexander Maclaren, Charles H. Spurgeon, D. L. 


Moody, T. DeWitt Talmage and Cannon Liddon. 
Paper binding, 125 pages. PRICE......000000000000. 20c 
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Books For Easter Season 


Material for Ministers, Bible Teachers, Sunday School 
Teachers and Christians 


From the Upper Room to the 


Rev. William Evans, Ph.D., D.D. 


“Here is the guide for your Easter meditations. 
Scripture references from the Passover to the Resurrection 
are arranged in their logical and chronological sequence and 
every question that we have seen arising from those crowded 
last hours of the life of our Lord is discussed. 
scholarly, rich, and withal interestingly written.” 

Beautifully cloth bound, printed on good 
PRICE..... 


Voices From Calvary 
By Dr. Harry Rimmer, President, Research Science Bureau 


The voices brought to us in these pages with dramatic 
vividness are the voices of Israel, the Gentile world, Africa, 
the mob, the Centurion, Magnificent Faith, and the Saviour. 


Is especially appropriate at this season. 
describe how men and women of Jesus’ day met the test of 
Calvary, which men and women of today also must face. 


Twelve Sermons on Resurrection 


This book contains twelve sermons on the following 
subjects: I Know That My Redeemer Liveth, Resurrection 
With Christ, The Stone Rolled Away, The Coming Resur- 
rection, The Power of Christ Illustrated by the Resur- 
rection, The Resurrection Credible, A Visit to the Tomb, 
“The Lord Is Risen Indeed,” The Power of the Risen Sav- 
iour, Christ the Destroyer of Death, Following the Risen 
Christ, The Resurrection of Our Jesus. 

British Tan limp cover, 152 pages. 
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ACKERLY, TEXAS 

“I certainly enjoy The Sword of 

The Lord. I wouldn’t be without 

it. It is certainly uplifting and in- 

spiring.”’ Mrs. R. R. M—— 
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The storehouses of the world’s 
knowledge are yours through your 
eyes. As Roger Bacon said, “Read- 
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eyes are right. Have them 
examined regularly. Do it today! 
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“What Is Wrong With the Movies?” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8) 


Before me is a newspaper clipping, a column written 
by Dan Thomas and published in the press under date of 
June 2nd, of 1935, I believe, from Hollywood, California. 
Mr. Thomas defends movie stars, does not condemn them. 
This well-known screen writer has some quotations here 
of interest as follows: 


“In those days Hollywood wasn't exactly a moral community — 
and it isn't today, if one accepts the customary standards of morali- 
ty. i celluloid colony doesn't. That's where it differs from the world 
at large. 

"Oh, everyone here recognizes the fact that certain standards 


© | exist. But they exist for the outside world. 


"Since the early days of motion pictures, Hollywood has been a 
small world within itself — as completely shut off from the rest of 
the world as if it were surrounded by a high wall. It has its own 
customs, at variance with public opinions perhaps, but still satisfac- 
tory here. The film crowd never has frowned on divorce, never has 
regarded it as a sin for a girl to have an affair, and never has known 
the meaning of prohibition. 

"While there isn't a more gossipy town in the world, still peo- 
ple here believe that everyone has a right to live his or her own life. 

“Despite the fact that marriage and a home life is becoming the 
orgs thing, no man or girl is shunned for preferring something 
else. 

"Social standing is based almost entirely upon success. 

"And a girl with a lover is just as welcome anywhere as one 
with a husband... 

"Compare Hollywood with any average town, for example. There 
if a boy or girl wanted to have an affair they must be most furtive. 
And if it was found out, mothers would prohibit their daughters from 
having anything to do with the girl in the case. 

"In Hollywood that's all different. The boy and girl would make 
no bones about their affair, make no effort to keep it a secret. Either 
the girl would go openly and boldly to the man's apartment, or he 
would go to hers. And while the affair might furnish a choice morsel 
for gossip, it would in no way reflect upon either party.’ 


That is the kind of morals movie people have. “A 
girl with a lover is just as welcome anywhere as one with 
a husband.” The word “lover” is used, of course, in the 
sense of people who live together, not married. | 


And notice this statement again, “Either the girl would 

go openly and boldly to the man’s apartment, or he would 
go to hers. And while the affair might furnish a choice 
morsel for gossip, it would in no way reflect upon either 
party.” : 
And a screen magazine, speaking of Clara Baw’s re- 
turn to Hollywood to open a cafe or night club, says,““Clara 
Bow puts ‘IT’ back to work. Dubbed the girl with the 
most ‘it’ (short for sex appeal) in Hollywood,” etc. Hol- 
lywood film stars put sex appeal to work. That is their 
life, that tells the kind of morals they have. 

There are child stars, such as Deanna Durbin and 


Dr. J. L. St. Clair, O. D. 
H. O. Scott, Credit Mgr 


1420 Commerce Dallas 


| Shirley Temple, who certainly should not be classed as im- 
'moral and wicked. Deanna Durbin’s Sunday School teacher 
| says that she is a regular attendant and devout. Shirley 
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Sword of the Lord. 
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the sermon, “What Is Wrong 
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Temple is a beautiful child. From what I knew of Will 
Rogers I greatly admired him, and for all I know Mary 
Pickford is an admirable woman in many respects. Doubt- 
less some players are much better than others, but the- 
average is almost unbelievably bad, and the “good players,” 
if they are such, appear in the same pictures with those- 
who are bad, appear in bad films, promote with their in- 
fluence the same evil standards. There is no movie studio 
that makes only fine, moral films. You cannot find even 
one film with no wicked, immoral actors and actresses. 
When you see Shirley Temple you see also other stars. 
When you see a child at play, you also see partly-nude 
women, drinking, sex themes and killings in the same films. 
The best stars have done immeasurable harm in enlisting 
more fans, getting them started to seeing other sex-filled, 
love-crazy, crime and blood pictures. 


CIGARETTES, GAMBLING, DRINKING, MAKE MOVIE STARS 
UNFIT TO BE THE EXAMPLES OF YOUR CHILDREN 


According to a recent analysis of many films, eighty- 
five per cent of the people shown in pictures smoked cigar- 
ettes. That included, of course, a large majority of the 
women as well as men. Staring me in the face just now 
from the back cover of Movie Mirror for February, is a 
full-page advertisement of Myrna Loy in a cigarette ad, 
The headlines say, “Laugh, Miss Loy!” “Even after ‘turn- 
ing on a laugh’ 100 times a day, Myrna Loy — MGM star — 
finds Luckies easy on her throat.’”’ Then comes a statement 
by this movie star, the idol of your girl if she attends the 
picture show, telling how easy on her throat these cigar- 
ettes are and how she likes to smoke many of them. I 
have six daughters, the oldest fifteen. Do you suppose I 
want them to grow accustomed to admiring beautiful young 
women who smoke cigarettes? I certainly do not! 

Prominent in the Press reports of Tia Juana, the 
great Mexican race track and gambling resort, are accounts 
of movie stars there gambling on the races. Men and 
women who cannot stay married, who are accustomed to 
lewd and indecent pietures, who are accustomed to por- 
traying all sorts of crime and sin in the pictures, do not 
find anything against their moral code in gambling. 

Did you notice the quotation from Dan Thomas pub- 
lished above in which he said, “The film crowd never has 
frowned on divorce, never has regarded it as a sin for a: 
girl to have an affair, and never has known the meaning . 
of prohibition.” ? Hollywood drinks. It drinks in the pic- 
tures and it drinks outside the pictures. It “never has 
known the meaning of prohibition” and I maintain that 
the kind of people who have never known the meaning of 
prohibition, thinks it no sin for a girl to have an affair, 
never has frowned on divorce, is not good company for 
Christian people. 

DO YOU WANT YOUR CHILDREN TO ASSOCIATE WITH 
IMMORAL CHARACTERS? 

Character counts everywhere. The railway engineer, 
the bus driver, the streetcar motorman, must be sober. We 
do not want to ride with them otherwise. We rightly in- 
sist that our school teachers should be moral and upright. 
We are anxious about the effect of their example upon our 
children. The Dallas Health Department has been demand- 
ing medical examination and treatment for venereal disease 
where necessary, for household servants, those handling 
food, etc. Some states demand a certificate of health be- 
fore a marriage license is granted. Every mother and 
father, surely, is concerned about the character of those 
who associate with their daughters or sons. The other day 
my oldest daughter, who was given tickets in the high 
school to a coming picture show, asked me, “Daddy, would 
it be all right for me to go to a show if it is a good show 
and if it is commended by the teachers and if I have my 
ticket free?” 

I answered, “Honey, if those who make the pictures 
lived next door, I would not let you associate with them. 
Even if they played innocent games, I would not want you 
to play innocent games with them for companions. I would 
not want my girl to play ‘drop-the-handkerchief’ with a 
bunch of lustful, lewd, divorced, cigarette-smoking, drink- 
ing, gambling people with wicked hearts and dissolute lives. 
If they were teachers in Adamson High School, I would 
take you out of high school. If they should come to Dal- 
las to hold a revival meeting, I would not attend, would 
not let you attend.” I do not want my children taking 
bread, even such scraps of good bread as they might find, 
out of garbage cans, so also, I do not want them to be influ- * 
enced even in so-called “good” pictures, by the thoughts, 
feelings, emotions, standards of contact, conduct, and ‘ 
private lives of moving picture stars. Bad company neu- 
tralizes good teaching, and the dissolute life of the average 
film actor or actress makes them unable to bless the world 
in even good plays, if such were shown. 

Character is the important thing in influence over peo- 
ple, and the character of screen stars is sadly lacking in 
the qualities that make them fit to be the teachers, -ex- 
amples, associates and ideals of our young people or even 
of adults, even if the pictures seemed to be good. 


(The above message on What Is Wrong With The Movies will be 
continued in the next issue of The Sword of The Lord, possibly in 
two issues, and will then be printed in pamphlet form for widespread 
distribution. Do not miss next week’s issue. If you are not a sub- 
scriber, then subscribe today, 50c a year, or three years for $1.00. 
The special trial subscription, thirteen weeks for 10¢ can begin with 
this issue if you wish, for your friends. Please specify it. In that 
case, they will get the whole discussion on The Movies.) 


